dealing with the r-test, linear regression, rank-based tests, and contingency tables.
So much is fairly standard stuff, though Bland is careful to use real examples throughout except when he is explaining a purely numerical point. What follows is less standard: there are chapters on choosing the correct statistical method, clinical measurement (which slightly oddly includes a discussion of survival analysis), demography and vital statistics, and 'multifactorial' merhods-v-a somewhat potted account of multiple linear, logistic and Cox regression, with a brief foray into meta-analysis. The final chapter is a pulling together of methods for estimating suitable sample sizes for studies. No doubt writers of grant applications and submissions to ethics committees will find this particularly useful. For thos e of us who believe in teaching analysis hand-in-hand with design and interpretation the use of real data will always score heavily.
Perhaps such comparisons are odious (though a statistician's life is based on trying to compare like with like); let me say that Bland's new edition is much to be welcomed. I shall certainly be recommend-ing its perusal to a wide range of my students and colleagues. As Professor Serge Bonfils states in the foreword, 'the non-expert will be amazed with the developments in this highly specialized area of pancreatic endocrinology' since the early recognition of the archetypal syndrome described by Zollinger and Ellison in 1955.
DR Appleton
The book is divided into three principal sections, namely, Advances in Fundamental Aspects, Clinical Advances, and Treatment of Advanced Malignancies. The first section begins with a masterful review of phylogeny and ontogeny of the endocrine pancreas, which is followed by a wide array of basic aspects of endocrine cell structure and behaviour, such as the trophic actions of gastrin on specific target cells in the gut, cell proliferation and tumour antigens in pancreatic endocrine tumors, the genetics of multiple endocrine neoplasia, experimental models of endocrine tumours of the pancreas, the relevance of prohormone processing, immunopathology and tumour markers, and the expression of growth factor peptides in endocrine pancreatic tumours. Such an impressive molecular genetic and pathological update provides a very sound basis for our understanding of the management of these often difficult and capricious tumours. 
